@SeaOtterSavvy

Follow these tips for safe

Are you looking out for sea otters?

sea otter viewing

Sea otters are the smallest marine mammal and they
rely on their fur to keep warm. They have very little
body fat and don’t store energy well. To be healthy
and successfully rear their pups, they need to:

Rest a lot

Give them space—At least 5 kayak
lengths

•

Eat a lot
•

Groom a lot
•

When we get TOO CLOSE they may

If I’m looking
at you, you’re
TOO CLOSE!

•

Be alert—Back away if you see
behavior changes
Avoid approaching head on—A
direct approach may scare them
Don’t encircle them—They’ll feel
trapped

Wake up, become

Become frightened and
dive or swim away
nervous, or stop feeding

Be respectful—don’t cause them
to change their behavior

Learn more at www.seaottersavvy.org

Watch out for sea otters on shore!
•

•

When hauled out on beaches or rocks, both healthy
sea otters and those that are sick or injured should
be left alone.
If you approach a sea otter
on the shore, he or she will
likely be frightened and flee
to the water, wasting energy
and body heat critical to
health and recovery.

•

If you see a sea otter hauled out, keep your distance
(100 feet or the length of two typical school busses)
is best. Remember, if the otter looks at you, you are
already too close!

•

Leash pets and do not allow them to approach. Sea
otters can be aggressive and carry diseases that
can be transferred to you and your pet.

•

If you think a sea otter is injured or sick call The Marine Mammal Center at 415-289-SEAL and let the
professionals help.

What else can you do to help?
•

Practice behavior that is respectful to sea otters
and all wildlife when sharing their space.

•

Encourage others to think about the needs and
well-being of sea otters when they are viewing
them—be a sea otter savvy role model!

•

Be proficient at handling and maneuvering your
water craft, whatever type or size of craft you are
operating. First time kayaking? Ask for instruction
on how to turn and stop skillfully before launching.
It’s safer for you and it’s safer for wildlife!

Most people love sea otters and do not wish them harm.
Armed with a little information, we can share the coastal
environment respectfully and peacefully with sea otters!
Understanding the needs of sea otters is most important
to help prevent disturbance, but don’t forget, sea otters
are protected from harassment by the Marine Mammal
Protection Act and the Endangered Species Act, state
law and a number of local laws and regulations.
Harassment and disturbance of them, even when unintentional, violates the law!

Learn more at www.seaottersavvy.org

